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works were destroyed.1 In consequence of this treatment, the Sunnis
of Shirvan appealed several times to the Sultan of Turkey to protect them,
and many fled into Turkish territory ; those who remained were inspired
by no feelings of loyalty to Persia ; they were, in fact, ripe for revolt,
The rising power of Russia, under the inspired guidance of that re-
markable ruler. Peter the Great, constituted a danger to Persia from a
new and unexpected quarter. The mission of Artemii Volynski to
Isfahan, though its object was primarily commercial, furnished Peter
with much information of a political nature, and went far to convince
him that Persia was drifting towards disaster ; Volynski, in fact, reported
that unless Shah Sultan Husain were replaced by some more competent
monarch, the ruin of the country was inevitable,2 Peter, however,
was unable at that stage (1717-18) to take active steps to profit by the
Persian situation, as he was still deeply involved in the Northern War.
He nevertheless prepared the ground for future action by sending emissaries
to Daghistan and later to Georgia. In 1719 'Adil Girai, the Shamkhal3
of the Ghazi Qumuqs of Tarkhu, threw in his lot with Russia, and is
said to have done much to encourage Peter in his designs against
Persia.4
Turkey, like Russia, was an interested spectator of the trend of affairs
in Persia, The Treaty of Passarovitz had been concluded in 1718 ;
although Turkey was shorn by it of much of her European possessions, she
was now free to turn her attention eastwards where the troubled state of
Persia must have suggested to her the possibility of obtaining compensation
there for her territorial losses in the west. She had doubtless not forgotten
that from 1578 to 1607 she had been supreme in Adharbaijan, Georgia
and Shirvan, and felt that the moment was not far distant when she could
made a bid to seize those provinces again. With a view to obtaining
reliable information as to the state of Persia, the Porte sent an envoy named
Durri Efendi to the court at Tehran. Durri Efendi reached Tehran
at the end of 1720 ; he found that his arrival had greatly perturbed the
Persian ministers, who feared lest he had come to demand the cession
1 Von Hammer-PurgstalTs Geschichte des Osmanischen Reiches, J. J. HeUert's French, translation
(Paris, 1835-1843), Vol. XIV, p. 87.
3 Schuyler's Peter the Great, Emperor of Russia, Vol. II, p. 582.
3	As the late Professor Barthold has explained in his article on Daghistan in the Encyclopedia
of Islam, the Shamkhals were originally chiefs of the whole Ghazi Qumuq tribe. The Ghazi
Qumuqs had gradually extended their influence from the mountains of Daghistan north-
eastwards as far as the coast of the Caspian. In 1579 the lands of the Shamkhal Chuban were
divided up amongst his sons, thus splitting up and greatly weakening the tribe. By degrees
the mountain and coastal sections became separate entities, and from 1639 the Shamkhals
ruled over no more than the Tarkhu coastal district. At the time when 'Adil Girai submitted
to Russia, the leader of the mountain portion of the tribe was a man of strong character
named Cholaji Surkhai Khan, of whom much will be said hereafter.
4	Butkov's Materiali dlia novoy Istorii Kavkaza, 1722-1803, Vol. I, p. 15.

